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The present paper reviews the current efforts towards distinguishing Seismic Electric Signals (SES)[1] from similarly looking signals of artiﬁcial origin. They make use of a new time domain, termed natural time[2], which differs essentially from the usual (conventional) time domain. In addition, natural time enables the shortening of the time-window of the impending mainshock [3, 4] by analyzing the seismicity subsequent to the SES activity. Examples are presented for the following earthquakes (EQs) that occurred in Greece: (a)The two ≈M6.0 EQs close to Zakynthos island in western Greece during April 2006[4], (b)The M6.5 EQ in southwestern Peloponese on January 6,2008 that was also felt in adjacent countries (South Italy and Western Turkey)[5], (c)The M6.9 EQ close to southwestern Peloponese on February 14, 2008[5]. The SES activities have been recognized (and submitted for publication) well in advance and, in addition, the occurrence time of the corresponding mainshocks were determined with an accuracy of around a few days. 
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