
IN MEMORIAM 

  

 Marius-Petre Visarion was born on August 15, 1929 in Ploieşti, Prahova County. He attended 
in Ploieşti the primary school during 1936–1940 and subsequently, during 1940–1948, the high 
schools “Sfinţii Petru şi Pavel” and “Nicolae Iorga”. 
 He graduated in Bucharest in 1953 the Section of Geophysics of the Faculty of Technical 
Geology, Institute of Mines. He was ranked first in the first generation of geophysical engineers 
trained in Romania. During 1950–1955 he was a scientific researcher at the Institute of Nuclear 
Physics of the Romanian Academy. After graduation, he was head of a gravity crew until 1966 at the 
Prospecting and Laboratories Enterprise in Bucharest. Starting with 1967 he has been head of the 
Department for Syntheses, Interpretation and Data Processing in the newly created Institute for 
Applied Geophysics. Later on, during 1975–1988, he was Deputy Director of the Institute of Geology 
and Geophysics and managed mainly the geophysical activities, the institute resulting from the 
unification of the Institute of Applied Geophysics and the Geological Institute. Until retirement 
(1988–1995) he has been senior research geophysicist at the Institute of Geology and Geophysics in 
Bucharest. 
 His Ph.D. thesis entitled “The gravity anomalies contoured in the pre-Carpathian region 
between the Moldova and Trotuş valleys and their statistical study”, that had Prof. Liviu 
Constantinescu as supervisor, was defended in 1968. 
 His professional activity was mainly devoted to geophysical surveys and researches in 
Romania aiming to locate hydrocarbon resources, ore deposits and salt accumulations within deep 
geological structures. Theoretical studies have been directed to finding new ways for quantitative 
interpretations in geophysics, or improving the already existing ones. The results have been presented 
in more than 100 professional reports and scientific papers, as well as in research programs at 
regional or the Romanian territory scales. Important scientific contributions referred to the deep 
structures of the Carpathian Orogen and its foreland, the North Dobrogea Orogen, the Transylvanian 
Depression, the East European Platform, the newly created models being integrated in the tectonic 
plates concept. Lithospheric and crustal studies of deep structures in the Carpatho-Balkan area have 
been performed during several decades by interpreting results of relevant geophysical methods.  
 As scientific manager, he contributed to major prognosis studies for mineral resources in 
Romania and made strategically decisions related to geophysical surveys and researches on the 
Romanian territory. 
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 His activity in education at the academic level was also important, delivering the course on the 
“Geological interpretation of geophysical data”, supervising diploma and Ph.D. theses and publishing 
three scientific books in the field of geophysics. The volume dedicated to “Geophysical interpretation 
of geophysical data”, written by Prof. Iulian Gavăt, Prof. Radu Botezatu and Dr. Marius Visarion, 
published by the Romanian Academy in 1973, represented the first scientific book in Romania to 
discuss geophysical data interpretation and one of the few at world wide scale at that time. 
 Considering his entire scientific work in Earth sciences, Marius-Petre Visarion was elected, in 
1991, corresponding member of the Romanian Academy.  
 He attended numerous significant scientific conferences and congresses, such as World 
Petroleum congresses, Carpatho-Balkan Association general assemblies, and conferences of the 
European Association of Exploration Geophysics, ONU and UNESCO meetings and national 
symposia on geophysics. 
 His main scientific papers have been published in important international and Romanian 
journals: Geophysical Prospecting, Tectonophysics, Geothermics, Earth Evolution Sciences, Revue 
Roumaine de Géophysique, Romanian Journal of Geophysics. 
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7. Noi date geologice asupra zonei centrale a Depresiunii Haţeg, St. Cerc. Geol., 5, 1, p. 197–210, 
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10. Contribuţia prospecţiunii gravimetrice la determinarea structurilor cu sare şi săruri de potasiu 
din depozitele neogene ale Carpaţilor Orientali, St. Cerc. Geol., 6, 3, p. 581–599, 1961, Bucureşti. 
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gravimetrice, St. Cerc. Geofizică, 1, 1, p. 35–49, 1963, Bucureşti (in co-op. with M. Socolescu şi 
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(in co-op. with Şt. Airinei). 
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Géophys. Géogr., Série de Géophysique, 8, p. 3–11, 1964, Bucarest, (in co-op. with  
M. Socolescu, D. Popovici, V. Roşca). 

19. Carte de l'anomalie magnétique ∆Z de Moldavie (Roumanie), Rev. Roum. Géol., Géophys. 
Géogr., Série de Géophysique, 8, p. 125–134, 1964, Bucarest (in co-op. with Şt. Airinei,  
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20. Caracteristicile reflectării în anomalii gravimetrice a formelor structurale din nord-estul 
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