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The rationale to establish the National Authority for Scientific Research emerged from the requirement to promote the development of the knowledge-based society. Given the relative large gap in research and technology development between Romania and the EU average, NASR assumed the mission to act as the executive manager of the Romanian government's decision to rapidly increase the public support for RTD towards the Lisbon "Three Percents for RTD" ambitious goal.

The National Authority for Scientific Research has an informative role as main element in carrying out the research policy for the researchers to be better informed in order to reach effectively the research objectives. Also, the information process aims to provide a better and more effective dissemination of technological and scientific results and to promote science for citizens’ benefit, according to the principles of information transparency. 

One of the components of the National Authority for Scientific Research’s mission is the communication with both the other structures of public administration and the citizens. The Authority is responsible for: 

· disseminating the information in the research-development and innovation field

· stimulating the increase of public consciousness regarding the role played by the research-development and innovation in the process of developing the sustainable development

· stimulating and editing, printing and publishing specific materials related to this field of activity. 

Research System 

National R&D System 

The entities carrying out R&D activities are included in the national system by the national law. The National Research-Development System is made up of the whole assembly of public and private departments and institutes, whose object of activity consists, among others, of R&D activity.   

Research Policy 

The NASR’s responsibility is to provide a strategic and tactical planning, to define strategic and tactical objectives and to define, apply, monitor and assess all the necessary policies in order to reach the national objectives regarding scientific research and technological development.

NASR defines a normative-methodological, functional, operational and financial framework to apply policies; it also harmonises the national law with the EU’s one and assumes the acquis communitaire. NASR ensures communication with the other public authorities in order to realize the coherence of the Governmental policies with the society and its citizens.

NASR stimulates the development of the international partnership, regional and local development and private sector.

NASR defines, finances, applies, supervises and evaluates programmes in order to reach its goals.

The Authority has:

· A political function: to present and unify political points of view regarding research, development and innovation;

· A strategic function: to plan strategically and ensure the basis and implementation of policies in the research, development and innovation field;

· An administrative function: to foresee, plan, allocate, supervise and evaluate the use of resources for the implementation of policies in the research, development and innovation field;

· A function of policy monitoring, evaluation and control in the research, development and innovation field.

The Authority has also functions of elaborating normative-methodological, functional, operational and financial framework for policies to be realized in the related field.

NASR represents the public authority that supervises and controls the settlements in its activity field to be applied correctly. Also, the Authority’s role is to periodically ground, elaborate and update policies and strategies in the research, development and innovation field.

Programmes 

NASR implements the RD&I strategy by co-ordinating the programmes carried out through projects. The projects are realized by national organizations directly or by active participation at international programmes.

The national programmes are financed in most cases by public funds, but also by private ones (co-financing), depending on the type of programme and organization.

The international programmes are financed by means of Romanian contributions from public funds to the programmes of the international organizations or by applying the international co-operation agreements settled at Governmental or institutional level.

As now Romania is part of EU, a new type of programme is financed by structural funds, in order to reach the community goal of increasing national competitiveness at the European development strategy level. 

Legislation 

Starting with 1990, the national legislation related to scientific research, technological development and innovation activity changed various times, the amendments reflecting both the evolution of Romanian society and different political influences.


Most normative acts settled from 1992 until now are presented in this section. The content of these acts are in compliance with the ones published in the Official Bulletin.


There are also presented projects of normative acts realized or initiated by the National Authority for Scientific Research, which are debated publicly, in compliance with the law.

Support 

In order to fulfill successfully the objectives settled through research programmes, the National Authority for Scientific Research can fund support actions fit to scientific research and technological development. 

The following actions are supported: 

· organizing national and international events

· maintaining research plants of national interest in a functional state

· promoting the research-development and innovation activities through various types of events

· scientific and technical literature

· involving young researchers in the fields of science and technology

(http://www.mct.ro/ancs_web/index.php?action=homepage)
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